
Parish Clerk’s Report
5 November to 27 November, 2008

Item 1: Lt. Col. Niall MacGregor-Smith and Chris Livsey will be present at the start of the meeting to 
discuss recent complaints concerning increased traffic at Hopefoot cottages.

Item 4a: Otterburn Hall; 1) Marquee and 3) Sewage: At the time of writing the marquee is still 
standing.  I wrote to all members of Northumberland National Park Authority Development Control 
Committee on 18 November about this and the ability of the existing sewerage system to cope with the 
increased volume of users:

“Planning Application 08NP0013: Proposed construction of marquee and change of use of former kitchen block to provide  
function suite, together with car parking on former caravan site and associated landscaping in the Walled Garden at Otterburn 
Hall, Otterburn, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE19 1HE

The above application was discussed and approved following a site visit and meeting of the Development 
Control Committee (DCC) held at the Percy Arms Hotel, Otterburn, on Friday, 25 July, 2008.  

Mr. John Hartshorne, Chair of Otterburn Parish Council, and Mrs. Olga Hall, who lives at Otterburn Lodge, 
spoke at the DCC meeting, expressing concerns regarding all or specific aspects of the application.

There was particular concern as to whether the existing sewerage system would cope with the expected increase 
in users at the site of the proposed marquee.  Subsequently, the Chair of Otterburn Parish Council and Mrs. 
Hall have corresponded with the Environment Agency about raw sewage escaping from the existing system and 
polluting the gardens and other areas of the grounds at Otterburn Hall.  Mrs. Hall has also spoken to Mr. 
Siddle, an Environmental Management Team Leader with the Environment Agency, and was visited by Mr. 
Paul Fairburn, an officer of the Agency, on 20 October.  Mr. Fairburn witnessed raw sewage escaping from the 
sewage system during his visit and took away copies of photographs of the polluted areas.  No further action 
appears to have been taken to prevent the escape of raw sewage, either by the operators of Otterburn Hall or 
the Environment Agency.  It is clear, however, that the existing sewage system can not cope with the increased 
use.   In this respect, Otterburn Parish Council continues to have serious concerns and requests that 
NNPA and/or the appropriate environmental authorities investigate this matter and require remedies 
be implemented as soon as possible.
At the time of writing, the marquee has not been removed as required in section 6 of the conditions applied to 
the granting of planning permission.  Section 6 clearly states: “The marquee structure hereby permitted shall not be  
present on site other than between 1st April and 31st October and between Christmas Eve and New Years Day each year.”  Mrs. 
Hall wrote to Mr. David Coverdale, NNPA Planning Officer, on 10 November, pointing out that the marquee 
had not been removed, and received a reply from Lucy Butler, NNPA Development Control Manager, on 13 
November.  Further, the Parish Council has learned today that Otterburn Hall Hotel is planning to hold a 
children’s Christmas party in the marquee on Tuesday, 9 December, 2008; proof, if proof were needed, that 
those responsible for the management of the Hall, have no intention of taking down the structure as required in 
item 6 of the conditions applied to granting planning permission.  In this respect, Otterburn Parish Council 
requests that NNPA strictly enforces its own planning conditions and ensures that the marquee is 
removed immediately on the agreed dates.  
With regard to “the final surface treatments of the areas of hard landscaping and of the car park” as detailed in 
section 8 of the conditions applied to the granting of planning permission, you should be aware that none of 
this work has yet been undertaken.”  Signed by Emma Anderson, Otterburn Parish Clerk

I have also spoken to Paul Fairburn of the Environment Agency for an update on his visit to Otterburn 
Hall at the request of Mrs. Olga Hall.  Otterburn Hall was fined for this offence.  This is  his response to 
Otterburn Hall:

Sewage Pollution incident, 20 October 2008, Otterburn Hall
“I refer to my recent visit on 20th October 2008 in respect of a substantiated report of water pollution arising 
from a surcharging sewer at Otterburn Hall.

In light of this incident I have concerns regarding the capacity of, and maintenance issues with, the hotel’s 
sewerage system and sewage treatment plant.

As such I request that the company provide a maximum flow and loadings estimate for the sewage effluent 
produced from the   hotel as a whole that is discharged to the treatment plant.
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This should take into account:

1. Maximum  occupancy by  hotel guests 
2. Resident staff /day staff occupancy
3. Timber lodge occupancy
4. All cooking , laundry facilities
5. Events i.e.  rallies, weddings etc. occurring at the hotel
6. Any other  effluent discharges to the treatment plant

It may be that you wish an external contractor to produce this information for the company.

To aid in this I have enclosed a copy of British Waters Flows and Loads 2. (Sizing Criteria, Treatment Capacity 
for Small Wastewater Treatment Systems (Package Plants))

This information will assist in determining if improvements are required to the sewerage infrastructure and if 
the   discharge consent (reference 231/0936) which authorises the discharge of treated effluent from the hotel 
requires amendment. 

Please provide this information within 28 days of the date of this letter.

In terms of minimising the risk of further pollution incidents I would recommend the following.

• Regular daily checks are made on the   sewerage system and treatment plant. These checks should be 
recorded as this record may be requested by Agency officers if a further incident occurs.

• Advising  hotel guests (where appropriate) that the  hotel is served by a private sewage  treatment  plant 
and  that   certain  items are not appropriate to  be disposed of to the system.

Please contact me if you have any questions about the contents of this letter.” Signed by Paul Fairburn

Item 4b: Dog waste bins:  Tynedale Council have quoted a charge per bin of £239 for emptying each 
bin.  The Chair will propose options to resolve this matter once and for all.  These options will include 1) 
keeping both bins and paying £478 per year for having them emptied by Tynedale Council; 2) keeping and 
paying for emptying one bin on the Hopefoot Road near Willowgreen; 3) replacing one or both the bins 
with 140 capacity wheely bins (a smaller charge would apply but the wheely bins might be vulnerable to 
vandalism or attract dumped rubbish) or 4) removing the bins all together (which could result in an 
increase in dog fouling throughout the village).

Item 4d: Parish Council Website: The website had received almost 1000 visits in its first five weeks and 
appears first in a search for Otterburn Parish Council on Google and 24th of 30 in a search for Otterburn. 
This success is remarkable in such a short period of time.  Should this interest continue, and further 
developments will help maintain interest and visits, the site could be visited 10,000 times in the first year. 
Additions to the site this month include links to my Redesdale News in the Hexham Courant and 
information about all the churches in the Upper Rede Valley.

Item 4e: Footpath to Otterburn Mill: The Chair will make a proposal to resolve the issues of the path 
along side the Hogarth’s house.

Item 4f: Grants: I have received a letter of thanks from Tynedale CAB for the grant of £50 agreed at the 
last meeting.

Item 4g: Post Office Ltd Network Change proposals:  Following the last meeting I wrote to both 
shops in Otterburn and to Otterburn Memorial Hall about this matter and enclosed a copy of the letter 
sent by the Chair and discussed at the last meeting.  There is no new information at the time of writing.

Item 5a: Parish Clerk: 2) Telephone costs and 3) Pay Scale:  The Chair and Vice Chair will make 
proposals at the meeting on these matters.

Item 5e: Internet Banking: I applied for and received an application form to commence internet 
banking for the Parish Council accounts with LloydsTSB.  Amongst other things, this would make easier 
the transfer of amounts between the two banks accounts.  
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Item 6a: Planning Applications approved since the last meeting: The application to build a garage at 
Otterburn House, Bankfoot, Otterburn, was approved by Tynedale Council on 18 November.

Item 6b: Site allocations: In the summer of 2007 the Parish Council facilitated a public meeting to 
discuss the Site Allocations proposals made my Tynedale District Council.  A letter was received from the 
Council on 21 November, an edited version of which follows:

“We are writing to you because you were among almost 2000 individuals, households, groups or organisations 
who wrote to the Council during the latter part of 2007 with comments on sites that had been put forward as 
options for future land allocation in the Tynedale Local Development Framework.

We have finally completed the task of putting the almost 6,700 separate comments onto a database. We have 
placed this on the Council's Website at www.tynedale.gov.uk, (see Local Development Framework page under 
"Planning"). Alternatively, copies of the document can be looked at the reception of the Planning Department, 
Old Grammar School, Hallgate, Hexham during normal office hours or in the libraries at Haltwhistle, Hexham, 
Prudhoe, Corbridge, Bellingham, Haydon Bridge or Allendale during their regular opening hours. 

The document lists the comments in alphabetical order of parishes and, within these, site by site. Please note that 
the names of individuals are not given in the report for reasons of data protection. Instead, individuals have been 
assigned a commenter number such as "R2001". We have placed your own respondent number on the address 
label for this letter, so that you can identify your own comment, should you decide to browse the document.

Due to local government reorganisation, Tynedale Council is no longer going to be taking the site allocations 
forward. Nor will we be consulting the public on other sites that have been put forward since then. Instead, we 
will be passing all the information on the site suggestions and the comments (as they appear in the summary 
document) to our successor authority covering the whole of Northumberland. In due course, the new Council 
will be looking at the need for new site allocations across Northumberland and all the suggestions and comments 
will form an important evidence base for this.

Any suggestions for housing made as part of the Site Allocations options process are also being fed into the 
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (the "SHLAA") process that we are currently undertaking in 
partnership with the other Northumberland authorities. The SHLAA will assess the potential for new housing 
sites across Northumberland and, in due course, help decide what proportion of potential sites may need to be 
taken forward as possible future allocations.

While Tynedale Council will be passing your site comments on to the new authority, the Data Protection Act 
does not allow us to pass on your name, address and other details. This will therefore be the last (and only) time 
that you will be contacted on your comments. I should reemphasise that the comments that you took the trouble 
to make will form part of an important evidence base. Signed Jonathan Nicholson, Head of Forward Planning

Item 7a: Correspondence received:  The Defence Training Estates Annual Report 2007/08 and the 
November newsletter of Tynedale Community Hospice have been received and will be available to any 
member who wishes to read them.

Emma Anderson
27 November, 2008
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